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Sometimes spiritual truths don’t make sense intellectually: for example you have 
to die in order to live, you have to surrender in order to win, you have to give it 
away in order to keep it.  
 

 It seems a man was lost in a burning desert.  He was literally dying from need 
of water.  He stumbled on an old broken down shack.  Inside the shack was an 
old pump.  He dragged himself over to the pump, grabbed the handle and began 
to pump it up and down.  But no water came out.  
 

And then he noticed near the pump an old jug with a note on it “You 
have to prime the pump with all the water in this jug my friend.  P.S. 
make sure you fill the jug again before you leave.  
 

He popped the cork and sure enough there was water inside the jug.   
 

Now he had to make a decision.  If he drank the water in the jug he would live.  
 

But if he poured the water into the pump maybe it would give water, maybe it 
wouldn’t.  
 

Reluctantly he poured the water into the pump.  He grabbed the handle and   
began to pump.  Water began to dribble out then a small stream, and finally it 
gushed.  
 

Cool water began to gush out.  He drank all the water he could drink, and then 
he filled the jug for the next traveler.   
 

He added this note “Believe me, it really works.  You have to give it all away   
before you get anything back.   
 

The Christian life is like that.   
 

This year, as you think about concrete ways of thanking our Heavenly Father for 
his blessings, you might consider this story, and wonder what it tells us about 
giving.   
 
Blessings, 
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Rector:  Rev’d Dr Richard Bowie  41528810 
Phone & Fax  - Office (07) 41528810 
BOX 5120 Bundaberg West Qld  4670 
 

Churchwardens:             
Ian Lohse                Ph 41 512210  
Russ Ford      Ph 41516929 
Lesley Christensen Ph 41523860 

Anglican Parish of  Bundaberg West 
George & Takalvan Sts. Bundaberg 
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PARISH  FAMILY NEWS ! 
 

Celebrating Birthdays  
 

20th Kaleb Matteschek (4th) 
21st Iris Griffiths  
 Geoff Powell 
26th Barney Bryan  
 

Best wishes from all your parish family  
 

Anniversary of Baptism  
 

22nd Jenny Wedemeyer  
 

Marked as Christ’s Own Forever! 
 

Wedding Anniversary  
 

24th Bruce & Ros Kean 
      (32 years)  
 

Congratulations & much love from us all! 
 

ANNIVERSARY SONG 
 

Tell me I may always dance the  
ANNIVERSARY WALTZ with you,  
Tell me this is real romance,  
An anniversary dream come true,  
Let this be the anthem to our future years,  
To millions of smiles and a few  little tears,  
May I always listen to  
The ANNIVERSARY WALTZ with you.  

Parish Office: Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 9am – 12 noon 
Email address:  goodshepherdwest@bigpond.com 

Web Site:-www.goodshepherdbundaberg.org 
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The Good Shepherd Family  —  our purpose is to grow together  in Christ, 
 to worship and learn, to be the Good News. 

MEN—Next Men’s Breakfast is       
August 2 at 7am in our hall.  
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Did you get a copy of Jenny’s Synod 
report last Sunday? 
 

Here’s a GREAT way to have Synod 
without having to sit through it all.  

 

A huge thank-you Jenny for your very 
thorough report. 
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When you come to the end of your 
rope …. make a knot and hang on! 



starts next week!!! 
 

 

If you would like to take part there are three options:- 
 

Option 1 — BYO—Box your own —collect a box from the 
table or cover your own shoe box  and start filling it with one 
of the five “somethings” —  

 

1. Something to love — teddy bear, soft toy, koala or doll  
 
2. Something to wear — T-Shirt, shorts, socks, underwear,     

sunglasses, cap, hat, beanie, thongs/sandals 
 
3. Something to write/draw with/on —Colouring book, pencils 

with  sharpener, notepad, pens, eraser, chalk, pencil case, 
felt pens  

 
4. Something of personal hygiene — hairbrush, comb,     

hair-clips or  scrunchies, soap (wrapped), face washer, 
toothbrush (not toothpaste) 

 
5. Something to play with — Tennis balls, toy-farm, zoo      

animals, super bouncy ball, music box, Trucks & cars, finger 
puppet, train, plastic tea set, boat, yo-yo, lego blocks, jigsaw 
puzzle, marbles (in bags), skipping rope, stickers, games, 
bangles.  

 

Option 2 —  Bring along one of the five “somethings ” and leave in the box 
at the back of the church  and Phoebe and Marilyn will pack boxes for you.  
 

Option 3 — Adopt of box —It costs approximately $8 to send each box       
overseas.  Place your donation in an envelope marked “Operation Christmas 
Child” and place in the offertory.   
 

Parents and Grandparents — this is a wonderful way to teach your children or 
grandchildren about Christian Giving.   
 

N.B. This year we are unable to send lollies.   
 

THOSE USING OPTION 2 
Next Sundays donation is “Something to love”.  Bring along 
small bears, koala’s, dolls  or soft toys and leave  them in the box 
at the back of the church for Phoebe & Marilyn to p ack into 
boxes for you. �
 

 

This week in the Parish: 
Monday   Rector’s Day Off 
 

Tuesday 9.30am  Sewing Circle in the hall  
  

Wednesday 9.00am  Midweek  Service  
  10.00am Pastoral Focus Visitor Mater Hospital 
  10.00am Bible Home Fellowship—Contact Heather Heron 41531296 
 

Thursday 7.00am  Pastoral Focus Home Visits & Bedside Communion Mater Hospital  
     

Friday  7.00am  Prayer Group meet in the church  
  8.00am  Bedside Communion Riverlea & Gracehaven  
  9.00am  Holy Communion Argyle Village 
 

Sunday  7.00am  Holy Communion Service 
  9.30am  Family Communion Service &  Sunday School   
  4.00pm  Latte / Bible Study Group  & Bring & share tea —Andrew & Louise 
    41542680 
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 Thank you to all who 
are supporting the Chinese        
O r p h a n s  A s s i s t a n c e 
Team—those who have pledged and 
those who give when they can—your 
donations make such a difference to 
these little children’s lives.  
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Families: Are you interested in  joining other young people from Gayndah, 
Goonaneman —Childers/Biggenden/Gin Gin, Hervey Bay, Maryborough,               

Mundubbera/Eidsvold and Monto in attending this Deanery Day.  

 

Let Marilyn know in the Parish Office 41528810 if you are attending. 

The  “Cookie  Jar needs  
feeding!!!!    

It loves both notes and coins! 
 

Feed it and mow the lawns by proxy. 
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Friday, 25 July  

Ecumenical Sercice in Christ Church  
at 10am.   

Theme: “Growing in Faith”  
See notice board for full details.  
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Two sidespersons for the 7am  ser-
vice.  If you are available &   willing, 
please let the parish secretary know 
THIS WEEK 41528810. 
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A Trivia Night & Mini Cent Sale is    
being held at Across the Waves on    

Friday 1st August at 7.30pm  to raise 
funds for Matthew and his team mates in 

the Qld Country u16 soccer 
team for their tour of England & 
Scotland at the end of the year.  

 

How can you help?  
1. Attend the Trivia Night—let Jenny 

Morrall know 41529664 to book 
seats.  

2. Donate something for the Cent 
Sale Table.   



Our Parish Prayer  
Father God, equip our Good Shepherd family with the  resources we need. 
Empower us all by your Holy Spirit. 
Strengthen, protect and guide us – especially in ou r times of need. 
Remove the obstacles that would block our endeavour s to do your will. 
Make us one, within the fold of your church. 
We ask in the name of Jesus our Lord.  Amen . 

Pastoral Focus Prayer.  
 

God our Father, 
Grant us the skills to serve your church; 
The ears to hear the calls for help; 
The lips to speak your words of truth; 
The eyes to see the needs to fill;  
The feet to go to those in want; 
The mind to meet the doubts we find; 
The heart of love to share your peace; 
The hands to work without reward; 
We ask this only to do your will, 
Through Jesus, our Saviour, Redeemer and Friend.     Amen.  

Prayer of Evangelism. 
 

Heavenly Father, Set our hearts on fire to go into the world in your name. 
Grant us wisdom, and the confidence to speak your w ord. 
Give us the strength and the will to continue throu gh all circumstances.  
Help us take the Good News to all who will listen, 
so they may know Jesus as their Lord and master. 
May we glorify your name in all we say and do.  In Jesus name we pray.  Amen. 

In your prayers, please remember:-  
 

Our Parish Family prayer list this week ( from our parish directory – to show  we care)  
 

Fr Rick, Joyce & Julia Bowie;  Graham & Marilyn Den nis; Iris Griffiths; Betty Killer;  Janet McLean;  
Cliff & Audrey Pownall;  Alan & Joan Stringer;  Dia ne Warren; Jack Wood 
 
Absent Friends:   Parish Family  not with us today . 
 

For those in need:  
 

Prayers for Healing : “Come to me all who labour and are heavy laden and I will give you rest” 
 

Lorraine; Ros; Madge; Anna; Gillian; Audrey; Stan; Harry; Nesta; Dave; Ben; Sarah; Bev; Richard; Sherr yl; 
Chris; Bon; . …(and  those known only  to the Lord). 
  

Special Needs :  
 

Matthew;  Jan;  Vivienne & Don; Kym; Emma; Linda, N eil & Brendan;  Joyce; Julia; Richard; Bonny &    
children;  Janet, Dudley & Family;  (& those known only  to the Lord)     
 

Pray for the political situation and the people of Zimbabwe  
 

Our  School Chaplains :   Fr. Andrew, Paula, Kelli, Steven, Adrian, Noel,  Craig, Teresa & Brenda  
 

Our Link Missionaries with CMS –   Shirley Gent  in  Pakistan and the Hayes Family  – Bruce, Libby 
and their children Daniel, Julia, Stephanie & Ruth   in Nepal      and BCA Missionaries   -  the Keith    

Thanksgiving for the Life of  :  
 

 

Years Mind – we remember- (i.e. the anniversary of the death of a loved one): -  

 
Barry Potts; Joyce Skyring;  Gilda Phillips;  

YOUR OFFERTORY TRUST 
 

How does one lay up treasures in heaven?  The only way to get 
treasures into heaven is to invest them in things that are going to 
heaven.  Materiel, temporal things are not going to heaven.  Invest in 
eternal things for only such values are legal tender in Heaven.  
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Sentence:  You, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger and 
abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness.     Psalm 86:15 
 

Readings Today : 

 

Old Testament: Genesis 28:10-19a 
Psalm   Psalm 139:1-11, 23-24 page 370 
New Testament: Romans 8:12-25 
Gospel  Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43  

 

Readings next Sunday:  

 

Old Testament: Genesis 29:15-28 
Psalm:   Psalm 105:1-11 page 332 
New Testament: Romans 8:26-39 
Gospel:  Matthew 13:44-58  

ABM Reflections of Today’s Readings  

 

In the interpretation of the parable, the customary apocalyptic (end times) terms 
are freely used: furnace of fire and weeping and gnashing of teeth.  The God of 

apocalyptic theology is remote and enthroned in heaven, surrounded by crystal sea.  Yet 
Matthew’s Gospel speaks of Emmanuel, God with us.  Even when we go off course as 
Jacob did, or are caught in the gears of dysfunctional institutions, Paul tells us in today’s 
epistle that God’s Spirit bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, heirs 
with Christ.  
· Pray for an awareness of a future with God that starts now, making life abundant 

and rich.  
· Pray for the Church in The Philippines.  

Be an example to all the believers in the way 
you speak and behave, and in your love, 

your faith and your purity.  

 

In this way you will save both yourselves and 
those who listen to you.  

  
Do your duties; devote yourselves to them,  

so that all may see your progress.  
In this way you will save both yourselves and 

those who listen to you.  

 


