people putting on sackcloth and sitting in
ashes as a symbolic act of repentance. This was one of the major
ways of saying “I'm sorry” to God, and indicating a desire to turn
one’s life around. While we may not do this particular practice
today, a glimpse of it occurs with the beginning of Lent, and the
observance of Ash Wednesday (February 25).

The season of Lent is often a time of renewing our spirits, of trying
to get a little closer to God. An excellent way to begin that process
is by acknowledging what we have done that distances us from
God and making a commitment to change. That is the gift of this
Lenten season, and one of the symbols of Ash Wednesday: a
reminder that no matter where we have journeyed, we can always
turn and re-focus our attention of God’s way.
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at Bundaberg Uniting Church 34 Barolin Street.
All welcome!
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The Good Shepherd Family — our purpose is to grawgéther in Christ,
to worship and learn, to be the Good News.
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Our Archbishop Phillip Aspinall, together with Archbishop
Phillip Freier from Melbourne travelled through the worst-
affected areas of Victoria on Wednesday and Thursday
last week. The scale of these fires and the destruction
they have wrought is difficult to comprehend. The human
toll, in terms of lives lost (currently 201) and families torn
apart, is enormous and the cost to communities, already
struggling with drought conditions and economic
pressures, is extremely high.

Archbishop Phillip commends most strongly the Natio nal Home Mission
Fund Bushfire Appeal. The National Home Mission Fund is the Anglican
Church of Australia’s national organisation for responding to missionary needs
and natural disasters, particularly in rural Australia. Funds raised from the
appeal will be used to provide pastoral care and pastoral ministry in the areas of
Victoria worst affected. It is vital that provision be made for the adequate care of
people in those areas in the medium and longer terms, as they come to terms
with their loss and begin the process of rebuilding. Archbishop Phillip seeks our
support for this most important appeal. Funds raised will support clergy and
pastoral ministry to those whose lives have been affected by the fires while
those communities find their feet again and rebuild. Both the church & rectory
at Marysville have been destroyed, and also the church at King Lake was
destroyed. Thankfully the priests from Marysville Norman & Patti Hart are safe.
Similarly, Andrew Scrudder, the previous incumbent is safe and his home has
survived, one of only 7 out of 150 in Marysville not to have been destroyed.

Archbishop Phillip writes:

How can we help? We are having a retiring
collection for the National Home Mission Fund
Bushfire Appeal again this week. Please give
as generously as you are able.

Huge thanks to those who donated last
Sunday. $350 was raised. Bless you heaps!

This week in the Parish:

Sewing Circle in the hall—Contact btg Tuffield 41556616

Pastoral Focus Home Visits & Bedd Communion Mater Hospital

Bedside Communion Riverlea & Gracehaven

Family Communion Service & Sunday School
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It is very easy to forgive others their
mistakes; it takes more grit and
gumption to forgive them
for having witnessed your own.

Monday Rector’'s Day Off
Tuesday 9.00am
' 9.00am Holy Communion & Imposition of Ashes
10.00am Pastoral Focus Visitor Mater Hospital
6.00pm Holy Communion & Imposition of Ashes
Thursday 7.00am
Friday 7.00am Prayer Group meet in the church
8.00am
9.00am Holy Communion Argyle Village
Sunday 7.00am Holy Communion Service
9.30am
8' 8
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; » Thank you to all who
are supporting the Chinese "%J
Orphans  Assistance Team— [+
those who have pledged and
those who give when they can—your
donations make such a difference to these
little children’s lives.
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February donations are now due.

Guest speaker Major Alan
Laurens from the Salvation Army.
Entry is by pre-purchased tickets at a cost
of $20 per person. Tickets available at
Council Offices, Bourbong Street.

The Combined Brisbane &
Bundaberg Festival of Male
Voice Choirs present
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Moncrieff Theatre
Saturday 28th March at 7pm
Admission Free—freewill offering to cover
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Our Parish Prayer
Father God, equip our Good Shepherd family with the

Empower us all by your Holy Spirit.

Strengthen, protect and guide us — especially in ou r times of need.
Remove the obstacles that would block our endeavour s to do your will.
Make us one, within the fold of your church.

We ask in the name of Jesus our Lord. Amen

resources we need.

Pastoral Focus Pravyer.

God our Father,

Grant us the skills to serve your church;
The ears to hear the calls for help;

The lips to speak your words of truth;
The eyes to see the needs to fill;

The feet to go to those in want;

The mind to meet the doubts we find;
The heart of love to share your peace;
The hands to work without reward;

We ask this only to do your will,
Through Jesus, our Saviour, Redeemer and Friend. Amen.

Transfiquration

It is the God who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness,” who has
dge of the glory of God in the
2 Corinthians 4:6

Sentence:
shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowle
face of Jesus Christ.

Readings Today

Old Testament: 2 Kings 2:1-12
Psalm 50:1-6 page272
New Testament: 2 Corinthians 4:3-12
Gospel: Mark 9:2-9

Readings next Sunday

Old Testament: Genesis 9:8-17
Psalm 25:1-10

New Testament 1 Peter 3:18-22
Gospel Mark 1:9-15

Prayer of Evangelism.

Heavenly Father, Set our hearts on fire to go into the world in your name.
Grant us wisdom, and the confidence to speak your w ord.

Give us the strength and the will to continue throu gh all circumstances.
Help us take the Good News to all who will listen,

so they may know Jesus as their Lord and master.

May we glorify your name in all we say and do. In  Jesus name we pray.

Amen.

In your prayers, please remember:-

Our Parish Family prayer list this week  (from our parish directory — to show we care)

Ray & Colleen Bakes; James Daley: Greg & Joanne Des grand; Jeff, Alexandra, Thomas, Maggie

& Rachel Irwin; Claire Lamb; Ross, Jenny, Matthew, Christopher & Madison Morrall.

Absent Friends: Parish Family not with us today

For those in need:

Prayers for Healing : “Come to me all who labour and are heavy laden and | will give you rest”
Iris; Honey; Paul; Cheryl; Cliff; Olly, Julia; Jodi e; Sophie; Ernie; Toni; Alison; Barney; Ruth; Ros; Judy;

Richard; Sherryl; . ...(and those known only to the Lord).

Special Needs :

Audrey; Jonathon, Courtney & Jayden; Tammy; Bonny &
known only to the Lord)

children; Bev; Joyce; Richard; David; (& those

Our_School Chaplains _: Fr. Andrew, Annette, Teresa, Steven, Paula, Kel i, Adrian, Brenda, Grant, Noel,

Craig, Marion, Lisa, lan, Ruth & District Co-ordina  tor Judi Wenn

Our_Link Missionaries with CMS __ — Shirley Gent in Pakistan and the Hayes Family
and BCA Missionaries

and their children Daniel, Julia, Stephanie & Ruth in Nepal

Family—Rev'd Mike, Chantalle and baby RachellinL ightning Ridge.

— Bruce, Libby

- the Keith

YOUR OFFERTORY TRUST
“What | give is so little, | cannot give much.”
God never asks more of us than we have. If He has given us just a little to start
with, we should give Him His share from that little. If much, then much, for all
we have belongs to God.

Years Mind — we remember- (i.e. the anniversary of _the death of a loved one): -

Merryl Andrew; Eliza MacKay;

Thanksgiving for the Life of
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In the middle of predictions of suffering Jesus is transformed.
Mountain top experiences are rare in life, most of the time we
experience the mundane ordinariness of life. Yet even a glimpse of the light
shining in the darkness gives us the strength to continue and sustains us.
Mission is about being present with people and to share with them in all the
mixed experiences of life, both in the highs and the lows.
: Give thanks for the opportunities that we have to share and support
people in their daily lives.
Give thanks for the Anglican Education Division in PNG and Dennis
Kabekabe—the National Education Secretary.




