THE SPIRIT OF AUSTRALIA

| used to think I had it hard, thought life was pretty tough.
If the plasma TV in my lounge was not quite big enough.
If I pulled up at the beach and the surf was flat. I'd curse.
If I pulled a warm beer from the fridge — could life get any worse?

But then you see the sorts of things we’ve seen these past few days.

The tragedy and horror from that soul destroying blaze.
You see the consequences, the sadness and the pain.
And the realization hits you — you have no right to complain.

Destruction so widespread you can’t begin to count the cost
The property, the livelihoods, the precious lives now lost.
Communities and families, destroyed and torn apart.
People forced to carry on with badly broken hearts.

But then we hear a story and our spirits are revived.
Stories where, against all odds, a person has survived.
And Sam the young Koala’s captured our entire nation.
A touch of joy amidst the carnage and the devastation.

And the way our nation’s rallied makes me feel all warm inside.
Its called ‘being Australian’ and it fills me full of pride.
A defining characteristic that makes our nation great.
When times are tough we work as one, and always help a mate.

But still the fires burn, the landscape’s like a silhouette.

This week is one that no one in our country will forget.

| simply can’t imagine what it is you've all gone through.
But know our thoughts and prayers, are with every one of you.

Mick Collis .

Anglican Parish of Bundaberg West

George & Takalvan Sts. Bundaberg

Rector: Rev'd Dr Richard Bowie 41528810 Churchwardens:

Phone & Fax - Office (07) 41528810 lan Lohse Ph 41 512210

BOX 5120 Bundaberg West QIld 4670 Russ Ford Ph 41544157
Lesley Christensen Ph 41523860

Parish Office: Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 9am 42 noon
Email address: goodshepherdwest@bigpond.com
Web Site:-www.goodshepherdbundaberg.org

The Good Shepherd Family — our purpose is to grawgéther in Christ,
to worship and learn, to be the Good News.

Celebrating Birthdays

Ist Alexandra Irwin
Abigail Schmidt

2nd Florence Rees

3rd Rosemary Badger

4th Bobby Wedemeyer
Yvonne Sorenson

7th Janet Nixon

Best wishes from us all! $ 0 *$* * 1 H &
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Service prepared by World Day of Prayer Committee Papua New Guinea
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This Friday 6th March — 9.30am
at Bundaberg Uniting Church 34 Barolin Street.

)

This week in the Parish:

Monday Rector’'s Day Off

10.00am Pastoral Focus Visitor Mater Hospital

Home Fellowship Group—Contact Leone Lincoln 4153273

Tuesday 9.00am Sewing Circle in the hall—Contact btg Tuffield 41556616
Wednesday 9.00am Holy Communion

9.45am Bible Study Hosea
Thursday 7.00am Pastoral Focus Home Visits & Bedd Communion Mater Hospital
Friday 7.00am Prayer Group meet in the church

8.00am Bedside Communion Riverlea & Gracehaven

9.30am World Day of Prayer Service Uniting Churb Barolin Street
Saturday 7.00am Men’s Breaky in the hall—Contact Bl Lawrence 41543173
Sunday 7.00am Holy Communion Service

9.30am Family Communion Service & Sunday School

Fr. Rick’s Bible Study s-ifé

Group will recommence b
) this Wednesday at 9.45am
Guest speaker Major Alan Laurens from in the hall.

the Salvation Army. Studying the book of Hosea— each

Entry is by pre-purchased Wednesday until Easter.

tickets only — cost $20 per
] person. ] Complain if you must, but don't lash out.
Tickets available at Council Keep your mouth shut and let your heart dd
Offices, Bourbong Street. the talking.

Psalm 4:4—The Message
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The Combined Brisbane &
Bundaberg Festival of Male
Voice Choirs present
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This Cent Sale pays for the cost of R.E. material for the students in our
local state schools.

Moncrieff Theatre 9 :: Thank you to all who

Saturday 28th March at 7pm are supporting the Chinese
Orphans Assistance Team—
those who have pledged and
those who give when they can—your

Admission Free—freewill offering to cover
costs appreciated

donations make such a difference to these

God doesn’t look at how much we do, little children’s lives.

but with how much love we do it.

Mother Theresa March donations are now due.
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Our Parish Prayer
Father God, equip our Good Shepherd family with the resources we need.

Empower us all by your Holy Spirit.

Strengthen, protect and guide us — especially in ou r times of need.
Remove the obstacles that would block our endeavour s to do your will.
Make us one, within the fold of your church.

We ask in the name of Jesus our Lord. Amen

Pastoral Focus Pravyer.

God our Father,

Grant us the skills to serve your church;
The ears to hear the calls for help;

The lips to speak your words of truth;
The eyes to see the needs to fill;

The feet to go to those in want;

The mind to meet the doubts we find;
The heart of love to share your peace;
The hands to work without reward;

We ask this only to do your will,
Through Jesus, our Saviour, Redeemer and Friend. Amen.

First Sunday in Lent

Sentence: The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and
believe in the good news.

Readings Today

Old Testament: Genesis 9:8-17

Psalm 25:1-10

New Testament 1 Peter 3:18-22
Gospel Mark 1:9-15

Readings next Sunday

Old Testament: Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16
Psalm 22:24-32

New Testament Romans 4:13-25
Gospel Mark 8:31-39

Prayer of Evangelism.

Heavenly Father, Set our hearts on fire to go into the world in your name.

Grant us wisdom, and the confidence to speak your w ord.

Give us the strength and the will to continue throu gh all circumstances.

Help us take the Good News to all who will listen,

so they may know Jesus as their Lord and master.

May we glorify your name in all we say and do. In  Jesus name we pray. Amen.

In your prayers, please remember:-

Our Parish Family prayer list this week  (from our parish directory — to show we care)

John Bigg; Rick & Joyce Bowie; June Cannon; Andrew, Louise, Abigail & Samuel Schmidt;

John Marles; Peter & Marg Tuffield; Bob & Kay Wag  ner; Diane Warren.

Absent Friends: Parish Family not with us today

For those in need:

Prayers for Healing : “Come to me all who labour and are heavy laden and | will give you rest”

Olly, Iris; Honey; Paul; Cheryl; Cliff; Julia; Sop hie; Ernie; Toni; Alison; Barney; Ruth; Ros; Judy; Richard;
Sherryl; . ...(and those known only to the Lord).

Special Needs :
Audrey; Tammy; Bonny & children; Bev; Joyce; Ric hard; ( & those known only to the Lord)

QOur_School Chaplains _: Fr. Andrew, Annette, Teresa, Steven, Paula, Kel i, Adrian, Brenda, Grant, Noel,
Craig, Marion, Lisa, lan, Ruth & District Co-ordina  tor Judi Wenn

Our_Link Missionaries with CMS __ — Shirley Gent in Pakistan and the Hayes Family  — Bruce, Libby
and their children Daniel, Julia, Stephanie & Ruth in Nepal and BCA Missionaries - the Keith
Family—Rev'd Mike, Chantalle and baby Rachellin L  ightning Ridge.

YOUR OFFERTORY TRUST
Stewardship solved the problems of the early Church and it can solve ours.
Holy Scripture makes it clear that God gives back to us what we give to Him.
God is not a taker in any area: He is a giver in all areas. Jesus said: “Give and it
shall be given to you. For with the same measure you measure, it shall be
measured to you”

Years Mind — we remember- (i.e. the anniversary of _the death of a loved one): -

Tyson Harris;

Thanksgiving for the Life of
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No time to celebrate! Jesus is flung into the desert. In the desert
things are stripped to the bare essentials. It is a place of hardship and struggle,
where one can be tempted to give up or to give in to the wild beasts. Yet in the
silence and barrenness of the desert God comes often in unexpected ways. We
might feel at times that our mission is fruitless or we are struggling uphill. Yet it
is often precisely there that God is present and the good news is proclaimed and
believed.
Give thanks that God is present in his mission here amongst us.
Pray for the ongoing work of the South Pacific Anglican Council




