TODAY I.....

Today | smiled, and all at once things didn’t look so bad. .
Today | shared with someone else, a bit of hope | h  ad. —/
Today | sang a little song, and felt my heart grow light,

And walked a happy little mile, with not a cloud in sight.

Today | worked with what | had and longed for nothi
And what had seemed like only weeds, were flowers a
Today | loved a little more and complained a little less,
And in the giving of myself, | forgot my weariness.

ng more,
t my door.

Anglican Parish of Bundaberg West

George & Takalvan Sts. Bundaberg

Rector: Rev'd Dr Richard Bowie 41528810
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BOX 5120 Bundaberg West QId 4670
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lan Lohse Ph 41 512210
Russ Ford Ph 41544157

Lesley Christensen Ph 41523860

Open Doors Presents —

At Bundaberg Baptist Church—This Tuesday 26th Maya _ t 7.30pm

This powerful new dramatic film brings us a deep appreciation of the faith of our brothers
and sisters under persecution, and shows us that we can use our freedom to help the
Suffering Church, as well as enrich our own faith.

It is the story of Bishop Haik Hovsepian, a modern day hero of the faith.

Admission Free—an offering for the persecuted church will be taken.
There are some brochures on the notices table if you want to know more.

Parish Office: Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 9am 42 noon
Email address: goodshepherdwest@bigpond.com
Web Site:-www.goodshepherdbundaberg.org

“Week of Prayer for Christian Unity”

The Good Shepherd Family — our purpose is to gragéther in Christ,
to worship and learn, to be the Good News.

‘ Psalm 90:17

What a glorious autumn morning, dressed in all its splendour of colour and nakedness.
There is a heavy dew on the grass and a sharp, frosty feel in the air. :
The deep purple mountains are looming out of the dawn light, the
vineyards like regimented soldiers. All about me is the possibility of a |, N
lovely day.....I paused in my walking, surrounded by the things of God to
look and see and be blessed, o |
| thought of the day ahead and wondered what it might hold for each of us. M
A new day.....new possibilities.

| found myself thinking of the possibilities in the known and the unknown and somehow
the value of stopping every now and then to look and see and be blessed became part of
the agenda for the day. | thought of the saying of Emily Dickinson...."We dwell in
possibility.’

Catch the blessing of the day........ take a moment now and then, to look and see and be
blessed. In doing so our spirit is refreshed we are centered and have a renewed sense
of energy.

Grace and peace from the Lord Jesus Christ,

I have loaned a book called The Birnbaum Haggadah to someone. It is a Jewish
Passover Prayer book, and is immediately recognizable because it is written in Hebrew,
and begins from the back and moves to the front. This book is very important to me.

If you have it | would appreciate its return

Thanks.

Celebrating Birthdays

26th  Jaron Phillips

27th  Cheryl Wright
Hannah Robinson

29th  Thomas Groszmann

30th  Val Skyring

Best wishes from all your Parish Family

Celebrating Wedding Anniversaries
25th  John & Rosamunde Finlay

(22 years) p Q
Congratulations & much love g
to you both.

ANNIVERSARY SONG

Tell me | may always dance

the ANNIVERSARY WALTZ with you,
Tell me this is real romance,

an anniversary dream come true,

Let this be the anthem

to our future years,

to millions of smiles and a few little tears,
May | always listen to

The ANNIVERSARY WALTZ with you.
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It loves both notes & coins.

Contributions go directly to cleaning the
church & mowing the church grounds.

Last week $84.00 — Thanks heaps!

Thank you to all whol )
are supporting the Chinese "%/
Orphans  Assistance Team— [+, k
those who have pledged and
those who give when they can—your
donations make such a difference to these
little children’s lives.

gl
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May donations are now due.

), $

(Stopping our churches declining in rural Queensland)

In many areas of the bush the drought continues to deepen and
the plight of the people grows daily. The Diocese has pledged that an Anglican
Spiritual Presence will remain in those rural and remote areas that are so badly
affected for as long as financially possible. The Bush Ministry Fund is an integral
part of the way in which this can be achieved.

Special thanks to all who pledged their $1 per week to the Bush Ministry Fund. Your
half yearly donation of $26 is due in May. Please return your payment to Cheryl
Wright our BMF co-ordinator or leave with Marilyn at the parish office. Cheryl will
issue a receipt for all donations received.

Would you like to take the pledge? It's just $1 pe  r week paid half yearly in May
& November. Let Cheryl know today or phone her on 41525987 and she will sign
you up!

Thank you also to those who donate through the Money Boxes—it is greatly
appreciated. These can be returned for collection in May or November.

“Take chances, make mistakes.
That's how you grow.
Pain nourishes your courage.
You have to fail in order to practice
being brave.”
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Mother’'s Union Bundaberg Branch
have pleasure in inviting two representatives
from our Parish
to the 70th Birthday Celebration on Wednesday
10th June at 9.30am

Special Guest Speaker is Anne Paroz
Please let Pam Edgerton know if you would like to attend—Ph: 41527759

This week in the Parish:

\WorzoN

Monday Rector’s Day Off —
Tuesday 9.00am Sew ‘n Sews in the hall—Contact ddawrence 41543173
Wednesday 9.00am Holy Communion
10.00am Bible Home Fellowship—Contact Heather Hen 41531296
10.00am Pastoral Focus Visitor Mater Hospital
Thursday 7.00am Pastoral Focus Home Visits & Bedd Communion Mater Hospital
Friday 7.00am Prayer Group meet in the church
8.00am Bedside Communion Riverlea & Gracehaven
Sunday 7.00am Holy Communion Service
9.30am Family Communion Service & Sunday School

Families Seminar

You are invited to attend a Families Seminar that is aimed at youth, children’s and family
workers and most importantly parents.

The most important ministers to families are Parents. Many scholars address the issue
and question: Will our children have faith?
The more important question is: Will we be faithful to our children?

DATE: 6TH JUNE
SPEAKER: Stephen Harrison (Diocesan Ministry Educat  ion Officer)

WHERE: Christ Church Supper Room
TIME: 9am—4pm (lunch provided)
BRING: Notebook, pen, bible

R.S.V.P. 3 June _to Christ Church Parish Office 41513128

Come along and learn how to help your children, grandchildren and other children to
experience faith through receiving, hearing, celebrating, telling and becoming.
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Our Parish Prayer

Father God, equip our Good Shepherd family with the resources we need. 'F
Empower us all by your Holy Spirit. ﬂf 8
Strengthen, protect and guide us — especially in ou r times of need. NW

Remove the obstacles that would block our endeavour s to do your will. né
Make us one, within the fold of your church. .
We ask in the name of Jesus our Lord. Amen

Pastoral Focus Pravyer.

God our Father,

Grant us the skills to serve your church;
The ears to hear the calls for help;

The lips to speak your words of truth;
The eyes to see the needs to fill;

The feet to go to those in want;

The mind to meet the doubts we find;
The heart of love to share your peace;
The hands to work without reward;

We ask this only to do your will,
Through Jesus, our Saviour, Redeemer and Friend. Amen.

Prayer of Evangelism.

Heavenly Father, Set our hearts on fire to go into the world in your name.

Grant us wisdom, and the confidence to speak your w ord.

Give us the strength and the will to continue throu gh all circumstances.

Help us take the Good News to all who will listen,

so they may know Jesus as their Lord and master.

May we glorify your name in all we say and do. In  Jesus name we pray. Amen.

Seventh Sunday of Easter—Ascension Day

Sentence: ‘Go into all the world and proclaim the good ne  ws to the whole
creation,’ says the Lord. Mark 16:15

Readings Today—Ascension Day Readings

First Reading: Acts 1:1-11

Psalm: 93 page 321

Second Reading: Ephesians 1:15-23

Gospel: Mark 16:15-20

Readings next Sunday - Pentecost
First Reading: Acts 2:1-21

Psalm: 104: 26-36 page 331
Second Reading; Romans 8:22-27
Gospel: John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15

In your prayers, please remember:-
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Our Parish Family prayer list this week  (from our parish directory — to show we care)

John & Stella Bell; June Cannon; Joan & Dan Egan; Darrell & Ann Hoffmann; Stan Lohse;
John, Helen, Ross, Luke & Max Pickard; David, Kare n, Liam & Connor Smith; Irene Thompson.

c

Absent Friends: Parish Family not with us today

For those in need:

Prayers for Healing : “Come to me all who labour and are heavy laden and | will give you rest”

Fay; Matthew; Isobel; Warren; Phil; Greg; Don; Joa  n; Les; Doug; Richard; Ollie; Ruth; Gregg; Thomas
Sherryl; Paul; Julia; Barney; Cheryl; Edith; Cliff ; Iris; Toni;  Bev; .lvy; Elsie H; ...(and those known only to|
the Lord).

Special Needs :

Elsie’s Family; Peter, Frank & family; Matthew; Dav  id; Damien; Mitchell; Audrey; Lyn; Tammy; Bonny &
children; Joyce; ( & those known only to the Lord)

Our__School Chaplains _: Fr. Andrew, Deltry, Helen, Annette, Teresa, Ste ven, Paula, Kelli, Adrian,
Brenda, Grant, Craig, Marion, Lisa, lan, Ruth & Dis  trict Co-ordinator Judi Wenn

Our_Link Missionaries with CMS _ — Shirley Gent in Pakistan and the Hayes Family - Bruce, Libby
and their children Daniel, Julia, Stephanie & Ruth in Nepal and BCA Missionaries - the Keith
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YOUR OFFERTORY TRUST

We do not live two separate lives: one in Church on Sunday and the other devoted to
secular pursuits. Everything we are and do is given to God in union with Christ our
Saviour. Our every gift to the Church or to the needy is given first of all to God and
through him to our fellowmen. In this way our Offertory Trust and all our gifts are
consecrated and become part of our worship.

Years Mind — we remember- (i.e. the anniversary of _the death of a loved one): -
Vi Ruback; Rita (Nan) Itzstein; Una McCreath;

Thanksgiving for the Life of __: Alice (Tess) Nixon

4 ABM Reflections on Today's Readings

A rather famous Anglican chapel in England has in its roof a pair of pierced,
plaster feet moving through a circle of silver clouds into an azure blue heaven. Rays of
glory surge from the feet. We may not have such a developed sense of what the
Ascension looked like as the artist did but we can, nonetheless, get some concrete
direction about what the Ascension means for us. Immediately before the mysterious
event took place, St. Matthew tells us that Jesus told the disciples to ‘Go into all the world
and proclaim the good news to the whole creation’. We don't really need to be hanging
around contemplating what the Ascension might have looked like. We've got enough to
be getting on with.

Pray that you may help the Church to go into the world and proclaim the good news,
whether through your own missionary service, generous giving or copious prayer.
Pray for the Episcopal Church in the Philippines and their lay ministries program.




