
 

Our November Market Day 
is Saturday 7th November 

 
 
 

Attention all “green-fingers”.  We hope you have been 
potting up plants. John & Rosamunde need lots of 

plants for the plant stall.   
 

If you have “brown fingers” then perhaps you could 
bake a cake, biscuits, slices, muffins etc., for the 

cake stall.  
 

Are you “crafty”? Marg would really appreciate              
donations of craft items for the  

Sew ‘n Sews Craft Stall.   
 

Are you “spring-cleaning’?  We would appreciate donations 
for the Trash & Treasure — books, furniture, 

toys, bikes, kitchen utensils,  anything saleable 
(not electrical appliances as these need an electrical inspection).  

 

Please leave items in “Oliver’s Pavilion” (the shed at the back of the hall).  
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The light of God surrounds me; 
The love of God enfolds me;  

The power of God protects me;  
The presence of God watches over 

me.  

Locum  Rev’d  Michael Vercoe 41528810 
Phone & Fax  - Office (07) 41528810 
BOX 5120 Bundaberg West Qld  4670 
 

Churchwardens:             
Ian Lohse                Ph 41 512210  
Russ Ford      Ph 41544157 
Lesley Christensen Ph 41523860 

Anglican Parish of  Bundaberg West 
George & Takalvan Sts. Bundaberg 
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Parish Office: Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 9am – 12 noon 
Email address:  goodshepherdwest@bigpond.com 

Web Site:-www.goodshepherdbundaberg.org 

TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — 25th October, 2009 

The Good Shepherd Family — our purpose is to grow together in Christ,  
to worship and learn, to be the Good News.   

PARISH FAMILY NEWS! 
 
Celebrating Birthdays  
 

25th Mike Vercoe  
26th John Finlay 
28th Shirley Spargo 
 

Best wishes to you all from your  Parish Family  
 

Remember our Trivia 
Night with Mini Cent Sale 

 

at the Bundaberg Bowls 
Club, Quay Street 

 

Next Friday October 30  
at 7pm 

 

Parishioners….we need YOUR 
support to make this  
fundraiser a success.   

Book your table TODAY! 
 

If you don’t have six people to 
bring…..just put your name and the  
 number attending on the list and 

Lesley will organize  a table for you.  
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Ministry Sunday-  
November 1st at 8.30am 

The harvest will never be reaped 
unless there are reapers to reap it.   

 

Ministry Sunday is what I do after I 
have said “I believe” 

 

It is our opportunity for us  to dedicate 
what we do with our time and talents. 

WANTED — 2 people to go with our Children 
& Youth to groups which meet at Christ 
Church.  See Mike if this is for YOU! 



The “cookie jar” is happy.   
 It got lots to eat again last 

week.  Thank you!  
 

Please continue to feed it notes or coins 
so that we can cover the cost of  

cleaning the church & mowing the lawns.   

Chinese Orphans Assistance Team (COAT) 
 

Thank you to all who are         
supporting the Chinese             
O r p h a n s  A s s i s t a n c e 
Team—those who have 
pledged and those who give 
when they can—your dona-
tions make such a difference to these little 
children’s lives.   

 

October donations are now due.  
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Theme—”Faith—Yesterday, Today, and 
Tomorrow.” 
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Photo Prints Available  
Good Shepherd 30th Anniversary Service  

 

Carole Colville is offering to make prints of 
the photos she took at our 30th Anniversary 

Service as a memento of this Good  
Shepherd Parish milestone.  

 

Prints will be free.  Instead, she asks 
you to make a donation to ABM in the 
box marked 30th Anniversary Prints 

Donation.  
 

View the Contact Sheets on the table and 
select the prints you want—maximum of six 

per person.  
 

Place your order by filling in your name, the 
thumbnail picture number and the number 

of copies on the accompanying sheet.   

Melbourne Cup & 
Fashion Parade 

Christ Church Parish Hall 
11.30am start  

Tuesday 3rd November 
 

Fashion Parade with apparel by ROCKMANS, 
Cent Sale, Sweepstakes,  

Whip-arounds, Lucky Door.  
Prizes for: Lady of the day  

Hat of the day  
Jockey’s Colours   

Table Bookings essential.  
Tickets $10 per head which includes 

cold chicken salad, dessert, tea/coffee, 
table nibbles and fruit punch.   

Tickets from Christ Church Office– 
must be collected by 26th October.   

An Overview of the  Bible  
 

If you would like to join 
others in Mike’s study 

group meeting  
Mondays at 9am  

or 
Thursdays at 7pm  

commencing this week. 

 

If either of these times don’t suit you 
please let Mike know. 
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By the time you reach greener pastures,  
you will probably be too old 

 to climb the fence.  

This week in the Parish: 
 

Monday 9.00am  Overview of Bible Study Group  
   

Tuesday 9.00am  Sewing Circle in hall—Contact  Marg Tuffield 41556616 
 

Wednesday 9.00am  Mid-week  service  
  10.00am Pastoral Focus Visitor Mater Hospital 
 

Thursday 7.00am  Bedside Communion Mater Hospital 
   7.00pm Overview of the Bible Study Group 
 

Friday  7.00am  Prayer Group meet in the church 
  7.00pm  TRIVIA NIGHT Bundaberg Bowls Club 
 

Sunday 8.30am  Family Communion Service & Sunday School  

ABM Reflections on Today’s Readings  
 

Today’s reading focuses on Blind Bartimaeus’ persistent call for Jesus to help 
him in his blindness.  When he was told that Jesus was passing by he was 

determined to see Jesus and be cured by him.  He keeps shouting: ‘Son of David, have 
pity on me!’  He does not care what other people say.  He does not mind if they are         
annoyed by his shouting.  He knows only one thing: Jesus, and he alone, can help him.  
Bartimaeus’ response to Jesus is to call immediately.  He wants to leave behind his old 
self — and give himself completely to Jesus.  
 

Jesus asks Bartimaeus what he wants him to do for him.  
‘Lord,’ he answered, ‘make me to see so I can follow you on the way.’ 
 
Do to others what you want them to do for you in Jesus’ name.  
· Pray persistently and ask the Lord to make us see and follow him to overcome 

obstacles and challenges.  
· Give thanks for the Anglican Health Service and all those in healing professions.  

Let’s stick to our hope and not dither.  
God always keeps a promise.  

Let’s help one another to new ways of loving 
 and new ways of doing good.  

Don’t be loners, like some.  Keep in touch.  
  We need one another……  

      Hebrews 10:23-25a  



A Note From Fr. Rick 
 

Dear Friends at Good Shepherd,  
 

Do you remember Yul Brynner’s T.C. commercial of the 70’s? 
“Don’t Smoke!” 
 

I am thinking of making a commercial “Don’t Move”! 
 

I know that I wrote about “moving is cleansing”, and that is true.  
I can’t remember moving from Coolum to Bundaberg, or from Canberra to 
Coolum.  But I remember the other five times I’ve been through this experience.  
Many think that the pain of moving is in the saying of “goodbye’s”.  That is a sad      
experience, and involves lots of grieving emotions.  The trouble with arriving, 
and living in that in-between time until everything is unpacked and everything 
has found a home, is just plain painful.  
 

One of the really exciting aspects of unpacking was unpacking the special gift (a 
DVD machine) you folk presented to us.  Naturally enough, this technologically 
challenged moron didn’t know what to do with it, and I didn’t have a 5 year old 
around to do it for me, se we rang a technician and asked him to come and get 
everything going.  How fondly I remembered the technological expertise of         
Arthur and Russell!  And they don’t even get paid for it!  Now the DVD machine 
works perfectly.  It is a wonderful gift, so thank you again.  
 

I used to have a DVD with Al Pacino called “Dog’s Day Afternoon” - another one 
of his gangster-type movies.  I think that generally the expression indicates a 
certain dissatisfaction with circumstances and happening.  I must report,               
however, that Jajo claimed his yard very quickly, and was the first of us all to 
settle in to his new environment.  He loves it! 
 

Here is a huge mystery to me.  We were very careful not to fill the space in your 
wonderful Rectory up, recognizing that we would eventually move back to our 
much smaller home.  What on earth happened? Did everything multiply in the 
darkness of the removalist van? Or is it that we have forgotten how and where 
everything went?  Who knows.  
 

One thing that DID happen is that our nephew walked in a few days after arrival, 
when items for obvious living space had been “de-boxed”.  His comment? “Why, 
Aunty and Uncle, it looks as if you never left!” 
 

Well, we DID leave, and had a wonderful three years among you people of the 
Good Shepherd.  Thank you for your love, care and friendship over that time.             
I have said it many times in the past: Good Shepherd is a Jewel in the crown of 
Brisbane Diocese.  
 

God continue to bless you all,  
Love from  

Rick and Joyce 

Fifth  Sunday of Easter—Mother’s Day  

 

Sentence :   In this is love, not that we loved God but that  God loved us.  Beloved, 
since God loved us so much, we also ought to love o ne another.  1 John 4:10-11 
 

Readings Today  
 

First Reading:  Acts 8:26-40 
Psalm   22:26-32 page 243 
Second Reading: 1 John 4:7-21 
Gospel:  John 15:1-8  
 

Readings next Sunday  

 

First Reading:  Acts10:44-48 
Psalm 

 
Mark reminds us of the urgency which we 

are to have in seeking the kingdom.   
The way for us is the way of the cross, the 

way we are to travel as Christians.                 
We are not to remain long in Jericho,             

our earthly dwelling.   
The kingdom beckons us immediately.  

We achieve it through the cross,              
through love, through service. 
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 TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

Sentence :  The redeemed of the Lord shall return and come t o Zion with singing; 
and everlasting joy shall be upon their heads.     Isaiah 51:11 
 

Today’s Readings  

First Reading:  Job 42:1-6, 10-17 
Psalm:   34:1-8 page 254 
Second Reading: Hebrews 7:21-28 
Gospel:  Mark 10:46-52 
 

Next Sunday’s Readings—All Saints  
 

First Reading:  Isaiah 25:6-9 
Psalm:   24 page 244 
Second Reading: Revelation 21:1-6a 
Gospel:  John 11:32-44 

 

YOUR OFFERTORY TRUST 
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PRAYER FOR RAIN 
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Our Parish Prayer  
Father God, equip our Good Shepherd family with the  resources we need. 
Empower us all by your Holy Spirit. 
Strengthen, protect and guide us – especially in ou r times of need. 
Remove the obstacles that would block our endeavour s to do your will. 
Make us one, within the fold of your church. 
We ask in the name of Jesus our Lord.  Amen . 

Prayer of Evangelism. 
 

Heavenly Father, Set our hearts on fire to go into the world in your name. 
Grant us wisdom, and the confidence to speak your w ord. 
Give us the strength and the will to continue throu gh all circumstances.  
Help us take the Good News to all who will listen, 
so they may know Jesus as their Lord and master. 
May we glorify your name in all we say and do.  In Jesus name we pray.  Amen. 

In your prayers, please remember:-  
 

Our Parish Family prayer list this week ( from our parish directory – to show  we care)  
 

Ray & Colleen Bakes; Greg & Heather Chamberlain;  I rene Dexter; Tom & Neta Doneman;   Ian 
& Jan Lohse; Ellen McLucas; Janet Nixon; Geoff & Ol lie Powell;  Irene Thompson. 
 

Absent Friends:   Parish Family  not with us today . 
 

For those in need:  
 

Prayers for Healing : “Come to me all who labour and are heavy laden and I will give you rest” 
 

Iris; Barbara; Fay; Leone,  Barney; Tracey; Portia;  Sherryl;   Alan S; Glenis; Gillian;  Alan B; Cheri ne; Tho-
mas;  Cheryl;  Toni; Richard;  Bev; …(and  those known only  to the Lord). 
 

 Special Needs :  
 

Chris; Ron & Shirley;  Bonny and Children; Kate & J ustin; Anna; Matthew; ( & those known only  to the 
Lord)  
 

Children Preparing for Admission to Holy Communion:   
 

Courtney & Jayden Wedemeyer & Brayden Zunker.  
 

Our  School Chaplains :   Fr. Andrew, Deltry, Helen, Annette, Teresa, Ste ven, Paula, Kelli, Adrian,  
Brenda, Grant, Craig, Marion, Lisa, Ian, Ruth & Dis trict Co-ordinator John Van der Heijde  
 

Our Link Missionaries with CMS –   Shirley Gent  in  Pakistan and the Hayes Family  – Bruce, Libby 
and their children Daniel, Julia, Stephanie & Ruth   in Nepal      and BCA Missionaries   -  the Keith    
Family—Rev’d Mike, Chantalle and  Rachell in Lightn ing Ridge. 

 

Thanksgiving for the Life of  :    

 

Years Mind – we remember- ( i.e. the anniversary of the death of a loved one): -  
 

Lauren Skyring; Isabel Gorlick; Denise Donald; Phyl lis Honney; Jim Bartholomew;  

Prayer for a new Rector 
 

Bountiful God,  
Give to this parish a faithful pastor who will fait hfully speak your word  
and minister your sacraments;  
an encourager who will equip your people for minist ry  
and enable us to fulfil our calling.  
Give to those who will choose, wisdom, discernment and patience,  
and to us give warm and generous hearts,  
for Jesus Christ’s sake.  Amen.  

NATURAL CHURCH DEVELOPMENT 
 

 

Parish Council  are considering introducing the Natural Church                  
Development  procedure for evaluating our parish life and improving its 
quality.  
 
There is a session at Christ Church on Sunday 8th November at 
11.00am to explain it all to everyone who is interested in seeing our 
church improve and grow.   
 
The part time Diocesan Consultant for NCE will be present to explain it 
all and answer questions.  
 
Can you set aside about 1!/2 hours to join our Parish Council for this 
important session?  It could have enormous benefits for us if we decide 
to go this way but can only work if the majority of our people are                  
enthusiastic about it.   

GOD  
IS THAT YOU?  

EXPLORING CALL AND VOCATION  

 

Seekers Gathering  
Brookfield Centre for Spirituality  

 

SATURDAY 7TH NOVEMBER—2PM—7PM  
 

An open invitation is extended to any person who wants to start or continue on 
a journey of discernment of God’s call to lay or ordained ministry.  

 

Please notify people in your faith community who ma y be interested and 
encourage them to come.  

 

Archbishop Phillip Aspinall will be present and contribute to the program which 
will be focussed on calling and vocation.  There will be representatives of many 
different ministries present to talk and listen to ‘seekers’.  The afternoon will       
conclude with a meal and worship by 7pm.  

 
 

For more information, contact John Milburn jmilburn@ministryeducation.org.au  or 
Alison Dorman  alisondorman@ministryeducation.org.au 
      

     Registration is essential for catering purposes.  
     Reply to Alison Dorman by Thursday 29th October 


