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is on this 

Tuesday 1st December   
in our hall.  

  

Doors open 8.30am, Morning Tea 9am,  
Cent Sale commences 9.30am.   

 
The Sew ‘n Sews have been working their “fingers to the 

bone” making beautiful craft items for the table. 
Their craft items really are magnificent!  

 
 

Come & bring your friends  for great fellowship & fun.   
 
 

 
Donations for the Cent Sale Table would be greatly 
appreciated.  They may be left in the basket near 

the door or brought to the hall at 12.30pm  
tomorrow.   
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When the results of our survey on the health 
and vitality of our Parish comes back to us, 
the Parish Councillors will all receive the                 
report by e-mail.   
Any and everyone is welcome to a copy   
before we get together to discuss the results 
and plan to implement them.  
If you’d like a copy of the report when it ar-
rives, add your e-mail address to the list at 
the church door.   
We will make a few copies for people who 
don’t have e-mail. 
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Locum  Rev’d  Michael Vercoe 41528810 
Phone & Fax  - Office (07) 41528810 
BOX 5120 Bundaberg West Qld  4670 
 

Churchwardens:             
Ian Lohse                Ph 41 512210  
Russ Ford      Ph 41544157 
Lesley Christensen Ph 41523860 

Anglican Parish of  Bundaberg West 
George & Takalvan Sts. Bundaberg 
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Parish Office: Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 9am – 12 noon 
Email address:  goodshepherdwest@bigpond.com 

Web Site:-www.goodshepherdbundaberg.org 
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The Good Shepherd Family — our purpose is to grow together in Christ,  
to worship and learn, to be the Good News.   

The 1st Sunday of Advent: 2�0�� ” 
 
Leader.  Today is the first Sunday in the season of 
Advent. 
 

Advent means "coming," and in this season we prepare for the 
coming of Christ. 
 

One of the ways we can celebrate Advent is by making an Advent 
wreath  and  lighting  its  candles to remind us of  the gifts Christ 
brings to the world. 
 

The Advent wreath includes many symbols: 
 

The wreath is in the shape of a circle, without beginning or ending. 
 

This reminds us that there is no beginning and no ending to God.   
God's love and care for us never ends. 
 

The evergreen branches are a sign of ever new life. 
 
The candles tell us of the light which came into the world with               
Jesus Christ.          
           PTO 
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Please feed it notes or coins so 
that we can cover the cost of  

cleaning the church & mowing the lawns.   
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Celebrating Birthdays  
 

30th Ian Ashurst 
4th Nardean Cauchi 
 Warren McLucas 
5th Helen Lander 
Best wishes to you all from your  Parish Family 

 
 

Celebrating Wedding Anniversaries  
 

5th Richard & Kate Johnson  
      (28 years) 
Congratulations & much love to you both  

 
ANNIVERSARY SONG  

 

Tell me I may always dance 
the ANNIVERSARY WALTZ with you,  
Tell me this is real romance, 
 an anniversary dream come true,  
Let this be the anthem to our  future years, 
to millions of smiles and a few  little tears,  
May I always listen to  
The ANNIVERSARY WALTZ with you.  
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Thank you to all who are         
supporting the Chinese             
Orphans Assistance Team—
those who have pledged and those who 
give when they can—your donations make 
such a difference to these little children’s 
lives.   
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Thank you to all who support the Bush  
Ministry Fund either by pledging $1 per 

week or through the money boxes. 
Any outstanding donations or boxes  need 

to be  returned this week.   
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Speaker 1. The people of Israel heard God's promises through the 
prophets. The prophet Isaiah spoke words of hope to Israel. He spoke of 
the coming of God's realm of Shalom when all nations will walk in God's 
light. We too hope and pray for a world of peace and harmony. 
 

Speaker 2.  Hope is like a light shining in a dark place. With the lighting 
of this candle, we celebrate the hope that we have in Jesus Christ. 
 

Everyone   We continue to hope in God's promise that Christ will come 
again to fill our lives and the life of the world with love and 
joy and peace. Thank you, God, for the light of hope. 
 

As we prepare for Christ's  coming,  help  us  to  share  
our  hope  with others.  Amen. 
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This week in the Parish: 
Monday 9.00am  Overview of Bible Study Group  
  12.30pm Set up hall for Cent Sale  
   

Tuesday 9.30am  Cent Sale in the hall  
   

Wednesday 9.00am  Mid-week  Eucharist 
  10.00am Pastoral Focus Visitor Mater Hospital 
   

Thursday 7.00am  Bedside Communion Mater Hospital 
   7.00pm Overview of the Bible Study Group 
 

Friday  7.00am  Prayer Group meet in the church 
 

Saturday 7.00am  Men’s Breaky in the hall 
   

Sunday 8.30am  Family Communion Service & Baptism Cade Austin Riemer 
    & Sunday School 
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Today is your last opportunity to bring 
your purse back and empty into the 
ABM bags which are hanging on the 
two front pews.  

 

The appeal this year focuses on the 
Church Farthest Out Project in the 
Sou the rn  Ph i l i pp ines  to  bu y             
motorcycles to enable Priests to reach 
the very remote and inaccessible          
locations in the mountains of             
Mindanao.  Please give as generously 
as you are able.   
Today Bishop Edward Malecdan from 
the Philippines is visiting Maryborough 
along with Melany Markam from ABM.  
 

You are invited to come along to the 
Memorial Hall in Maryborough at 6pm 
tonight for a pot luck tea and to hear 
Bishop Edward’s story.   

 

This is a timely visit as we are             
supporting Bishop Edward’s ministry 
through the November Appeal.   

The CMS Summer School is an               
excellent annual gathering at the                  
Mt. Tambourine Conference Centre 
with good separate programmes for 
Adults, Youth and Children.  This week
-long event is an opportunity for Fami-
lies as well as individuals to make it 
part of the Annual Holidays.  
 

It is a chance to meet some of our 
overseas missionaries (the Hayes, 
whom we at Good Shepherd support, 
will be there), relax, enjoy some good 
Christian company and be refreshed 
and invigorated in spirit.  
 
Details and registration forms are at 
the church entrance.  Some families, 
couples and individuals might like to go 
together.  In future years perhaps it 
can become an annual parish event.  
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The money can be put in an envelope 

 showing your name and what the  
payment is for and placed in the  

collection plate  
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Do you ever watch the news and think that the problems are so complex that a 
solution seems impossible. Who can avoid the tragic statistics of death on the 
roads, death my bashing? Who has a just answer to the problems of the middle 
East? What is the right way forward for economics? Everything seems so           
complicated that even if we knew what to do, our effort would be so small. 
 

I saw someone interviewed on TV about housing conditions and unemployment. 
Looking out of her slum dwelling, the woman said "nothing will change here. The 
future always happens somewhere else. 
 

Jesus appears to have had much the same kind of feeling. He is clearly fretful 
about the future as he paints a bleak picture of the end of the world. It is talk of 
ultimate collapse. It is hardly surprising that Jesus anticipates that it might lead 
people to drink. 
 

Being sober and awake might not seem very attractive in the face of such           
catastrophe. But Jesus insists. Why? What is there to stay awake for? 
 

In Jesus view of the future there is a far side to disaster. Jesus forecast is          
liberation. Jesus view is that the terrible things that will happen are signs that 
something else is happening: the saving visit of the Son of Man at the end of 
time. The disaster is the end age. The good news is that out of that comes final 
liberation for the true disciple. 
 

Today's Gospel encourages us to do two things which are difficult to hold          
together: to be realistic about the way the world is going and at the same time 
not lose hope in the future. Difficult. Yet Jesus wants to convince us about a           
future that is really liberating.  
 

So Advent reminds us that we don't have to sleepwalk into the future. We have 
to remember the story of Jesus again, and that memory of love becomes the 
ground of our hope. The future holds hope only because we are convinced of 
God's actions in the past. That's why we retell the story again and again             
beginning with Advent. 
 

Then we can measure up to the challenge of the first reading: to practice               
honesty and integrity in the land. And to dwell in confidence. 
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Sentence :   Stand up and raise your heads; your redemption is drawing near.   
         Luke 21:28 

  

Today’s Readings  
 

First Reading: Jeremiah 33:14-16 
Psalm:  25:1-10 page 244 
Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 
Gospel:  Luke 21:25-38 

 

Next Sunday’s Readings  
 
First Reading:  Malachi 3:1-14 
Psalm:   The Song of Zechariah page 10 
Second Reading: Philippians 1:1-11 
Gospel:  Luke 3:1-16 

 

YOUR OFFERTORY TRUST 
Our offertory Trust is a biblical concept not just a budgetary appeal to you to 
give more to meet the cost of living increase.  
It reminds us to count you blessings, acknowledge God’s gifts to us and express 
our thanks to Him in praise by a proportionate giving of what we have to the 
Church.  Our Offertory Trust means saying thanks to God by giving! 
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Our Parish Prayer  
Father God, equip our Good Shepherd family with the  resources we need. 
Empower us all by your Holy Spirit. 
Strengthen, protect and guide us – especially in ou r times of need. 
Remove the obstacles that would block our endeavour s to do your will. 
Make us one, within the fold of your church. 
We ask in the name of Jesus our Lord.  Amen . 

Pastoral Focus Prayer.  
God our Father, 
Grant us the skills to serve your church; 
The ears to hear the calls for help; 
The lips to speak your words of truth; 
The eyes to see the needs to fill;  
The feet to go to those in want; 
The mind to meet the doubts we find; 
The heart of love to share your peace; 
The hands to work without reward; 
We ask this only to do your will, 
Through Jesus, our Saviour, Redeemer and Friend.     Amen.  

Prayer of Evangelism. 
 

Heavenly Father, Set our hearts on fire to go into the world in your name. 
Grant us wisdom, and the confidence to speak your w ord. 
Give us the strength and the will to continue throu gh all circumstances.  
Help us take the Good News to all who will listen, 
so they may know Jesus as their Lord and master. 
May we glorify your name in all we say and do.  In Jesus name we pray.  Amen. 

In your prayers, please remember:-  
 

Our Parish Family prayer list this week ( from our parish directory – to show  we care)  
 

Joyce Albrecht;  John Bigg; Edwin & Pam Edgerton;  Lorraine Jose;   John  Marles; John, Helen, 
Ross, Luke & Max Pickard; Peter & Yvonne Sorensen; Gordon & Bridget Tucker  
 

Absent Friends:   Parish Family  not with us today . 
 

For those in need:  
 

Prayers for Healing : “Come to me all who labour and are heavy laden and I will give you rest” 
 

Lachlan & Millie Rose (premie babies); Marg; Michel le; Olly; Alan S; Iris; Barbara; Heather; Ross; Fay ; 
Leone,  Barney; Tracey; Portia; Sherryl;   Alan B; Glenis; Gillian;   Cherine; Thomas;  Cheryl;  Toni;           
Richard;  Bev; …(and  those known only  to the Lord). 
 

 Special Needs :  
 

Vicki; Meagan & Alex; ; Chris; Bonny and Children; Kate & Justin; Anna; Matthew; ( & those known only  to 
the Lord)  
 

Children Preparing for Admission to Holy Communion:   
 

Courtney & Jayden Wedemeyer & Brayden Zunker.  
 

Our  School Chaplains :   Fr. Andrew, Deltry, Helen, Annette, Teresa, Ste ven, Paula, Kelli, Adrian,  
Brenda, Grant, Craig, Marion, Lisa, Ian, Ruth & Dis trict Co-ordinator John Van der Heijde  
 

Our Link Missionaries with CMS –   The Hayes Family – Bruce, Libby and their child ren Daniel, Julia, 
Stephanie & Ruth   in Nepal   and BCA Missionaries   -  the Keith    Family—Rev’d Mike, Chantalle and  
Rachell in Lightning Ridge. 

 

Thanksgiving for the release of Nigel Brennan   

 

Years Mind – we remember- ( i.e. the anniversary of the death of a loved one): -  
 

Margaret Weir; Beatrice Linderman; Nancy Costin; Ja mes Burton;  
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PASTORAL FOCUS:-  

 

Barbara Desgrand is in Pioneer South 
now for three weeks.  
On 15th December she will move down 
south with Chris and his extended  
family.  
So the next three weeks is our oppor-
tunity to spend some time with Barbara 
and to say our good byes.   

PETITION TO THE AUSTRALIAN 
PARLAMENT  

in support of the National School  
Chaplaincy Program 

 

Thank you to those who signed the 
petition for the federal parliament to 
extend the present funding for              
chaplains in our state schools.   
The good news is:- the federal               
government has extended the funding 
until the end of 2011. 

 

This gives all our chaplains and their 
schools some security knowing they 
have funding and it also means that we 
appear to have bipartisan support for 
the program to continue in the future.  
Praise God! 

:����#��"���������	��"�������
:����#��"�,0������0���

together with 
:����#��"�����������:����

present their popular  

Christmas Concert 
in Holy Rosary Church  

on Sunday 6th December at 7.30pm 
 

There will be Songs & Carols both old and 
new, together with the Premiere                    
Performance of God With Us by              

Bundaberg Composer, Peter Rankine.   
Admission $5 at the door.  

Christmas Hamper Raffle $1 a 
ticket. 

No reserved seating so come early! 

Are you keen to understand more about the Bible’s k ey themes?    

 

An order is being placed for the student package—manual and workbook—of ‘Our           
Narrative’.  ‘Our Narrative’ comprises the second 14 units of ‘The Divine Drama’; it deals 
with the major themes of the Bible and is written by Harry Wendt, author of ‘See through 
the Scriptures’, which some of us are enjoying working through with Fr Mike’s direction.   
If you would like to order the ‘Our Narrative’ materials (cost $20, please phone Ann 
(41515898) during the next week. 

The final Men’s Breaky 
for the year  is  

Saturday  
5th December 

 at 7am in the hall.  
 

Men, come along and enjoy             
fellowship with other men in  

the parish.  

The “Sew ‘n Sews” 
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is on Thursday 10th 
December at 11am 
at 1928 Restaurant 

in the Botanical Gardens.   
They would love any parishioners to 

come and join them for lunch.   
To book your seat : please add your 

name to the list at the door. 

 

“Tact is the art of recognizing when to be  

big and when not to belittle”. 


