Maggie Irwin Runner-up Dux of School & Mayor’'s Medal Winner
EH & FC Churchward Sugar Industry Bursary
Gold Award for four Full Colours in Academic,
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Service, Culture and Sport
Rachel Irwin Academic Achievement Award Year 10
Sporting Award Year 10 Ed N\

Matt Morrall Elected Captain of School for 2010 School
Captain

Ashlee Lincoln Academic Excellence Award Year 8

Jaron Phillips Academic Excellence Award
Top student Core Studies B

Luke Williamson Academic Excellence Award
Top Student Core Studies A
Susan Bass Academic Excellence Award Year 9

Georgia Bass Academic Excellence Award Year 9
Laura Williamson Business communication & technology Award Year 11
Charlotte Hopwood Sporting award Senior Table Tennis

Jessi Baumgartner Academic Merit Award ) A\ _
Japanese Merit Award V‘\(
Music Award

Jessi Baumgartner —Grade 5— Merit
Jakob Baumgartner —Grade 2—Merit
Josef Baumgartner — Primary—Distinction

""HS%&& !
Jessi Intermediate Gold Tap / Grade 3 Jazz

Jakob Elementary Silver Tap / Junior Modern Jazz

Josef Elementary Bronze Tap — All three achieved Commended and Highly <38
Commended in all exams.

Tournament of Minds — Josef's team gained Second place in Language and Literature
Competition.

Jeff Irwin has been appointed Headmaster of Norvil e State School
after 17 years at Welcome Creek & Moore Park State  Schools and Ross
Morrall has been appointed Headmaster of West State ~ School.

Congratulations from all the Good Shepherd Family

Anglican Parish of Bundaberg West

George & Takalvan Sts. Bundaberg

Locum Rev'd Michael Vercoe 41528810 Churchwardens:
Phone & Fax - Office (07) 41528810 lan Lohse Ph 41 512210
BOX 5120 Bundaberg West QId 4670 Russ Ford Ph 41544157

Lesley Christensen Ph 41523860

Parish Office: Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 9am 42 noon
Email address: goodshepherdwest@bigpond.com
Web Site:-www.goodshepherdbundaberg.org
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The Good Shepherd Family — our purpose is to grawgéther in Christ,
to worship and learn, to be the Good News.

=,
A very special welcome to those who are visitors to Good V&LCOME
Shepherd this Christmas. We trust that you will be greatly [T56RE56 33
blessed by the Lord in the celebration of His birth with your @ﬁe
family.

Welcome too to those members of our own extended family of

the Good Shepherd who always join us at Christmas and Easter. Please use
the “care and communication” yellow slips to communicate with us in terms of
both helpful comments or suggestions and your own needs.

Remember that as Locum Priest for only three months (one to go) here at the
Good Shepherd, | can't distinguish visitors, from occasional, from regular
worshippers, so please make yourself known to us and SIGN THE VISITOR'S
BOOK if you're an occasional visitor. Thank you for sharing with us this
Christmas. You have helped too, to fill the big gaps amongst us with so many of
our own regulars away.

this Christmas. God bless you all as you share with us and
those whom God has given you in your families and friends as
His Special Love Gift, this and every Christmas.

Blessings,

(Locum)
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We rejoice with
Andrew & Michelle Wagner
as they celebrate the birth of
their precious little daughter
Adelaide Jean who was born on
14th December.
Adelaide is the first grandchild for
Bob and Kay Wagner and a darling
little great-granddaughter for

Edna Groszmann .
(check out the notice board)

Celebrating Birthdays

27th  Jan Lohse
Brett Phillips
Rosamunde Finlay
28th  Russ Ford
30th  Bridget Tucker
Anthony Jose (18th)
31st Pam Middleton
Christopher Morrall

Best wishes to you all from your Parish Family
Celebrating Wedding Anniversaries
28th  Mike & Jean Gruchy

(58 years) Q

Congratulations from us all!

30th  Bruce & Joy Bass ,
(17 years) \

Congratulations & much love to you all!
ANNIVERSARY SONG

Tell me | may always dance

the ANNIVERSARY WALTZ with you,
Tell me this is real romance,

an anniversary dream come true,

Let this be the anthem to our future years,
to millions of smiles and a few little tears,
May | always listen to

..... continued

Eagles Wings needs your continued support — in prayer, in
body or financially. Many staff and children are not fully
sponsored. Volunteers are required to visit and help out —
short or long term. Presently, the school in the orphanage is
being relocated into foster homes on a Home Schooling basis.
Children are being moved in order to place them in the best
foster home with regards to their schooling. A kindergarten
program is being introduced. The Zhengzhou orphanage has
recently recognised the work of Eagles Wings and has started placing children
in COAT Foster Homes in Jiaozuo. New apartments are being inspected to
purchase / rent for a new school (off the orphanage grounds).

If you would like more information about COAT, please contact me or you can
find out more at www.eagleswingschina.org

With heartfelt thanks for your support,
Michelle Baumgartner

37 6 48 < Check out the notice board for a very newsy letter and
fabulous pictures from Lester and Gail in Tassie. They send their love to
everyone at Good Shepherd.

The ANNIVERSARY WALTZ with you .

- .10 111
2 3.
Please continue to feed it notes or coins so

that we can cover the cost of cleaning the
church & mowing the lawns.

%)
THE K‘E"Az\soN
THE SEASORN

The Natural Church Development Results are back. Mike will be in the parish
until Sunday 17th January and is willing until then to take anyone through the
report so as to understand its findings. Those who completed the survey who
are not Parish Council Members might find this helpful. Put your name on list if
you do. Mike will meet with you after the service on January 3rd & 10th—if this
time does not suit you, Mike will meet with you at some other convenient time.
Just let him know.

There will be a Parish Workshop on Wednesday 3rd Fe  bruary conducted by
the Diocesan Consultant Ralph Bowles, to decide on ways to put the findings
into practice. The programme will be a bring & share fingerfood tea at 6pm,
guestions and planning 6.30pm, all over 8.30-9.00pm.

6 ™9 9 , ' 9:'669 9 )** okl

The Annual Meeting of the Parish  will be held in the Church on
Sunday 7th February, 2010 after the combined 8.30am service

(approximately 10am).

Parish Council together with the Rector and Wardens are responsible for both
overseeing the day-to-day operations of the parish and also for setting strategic
directions for our ministry to both the parish and wider communities.

It is important therefore that Council be represent  ative of the range of
views and interests of the parish community.

Previous experience is not required ! What we need are people with a
commitment and a vision for the parish who are willing to communicate that
vision while also being prepared to listen and be open to the views of others.

Nominations are therefore called for Wardens, Parish Councillors,
Synod Representatives & Nominators.

We ask everyone to prayerfully consider who might be nominated and also
those who will accept nhomination.

Nomination forms are available on the notices table —please leave completed
nomination forms in the box provided.
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In September this year, Jessikah and | travelled to
Jiaozuo to visit Eagles Wings 3, one of the foster
homes run by COAT.

Jiaozuo is located in the north western area of the
Henan province, in the Eastern central side of the
People’s Republic of China.

Life in the village is hard. The village does not have running water, sewerage,
electricity, access to clean water. Pig dung dries on the sides of the road. The
villagers use this to grow next season’s food. The smell is not pleasant! Four
children from Eagles Wings 3 attend the local village school. As this is their first
year at the local school, they must begin in First Grade, despite their age. They
walk a substantial distance each day, through snow in winter. The
classrooms are very basic and cold. Children who are not as mobile attend
school in the Orphanage — this is staffed and run by Eagles Wings.

Within the orphanage grounds, there is the administration block, an old
people’s home, a cleft palate clinic and the orphanage building itself. We stayed
in Eagles Wings 3, located on the fifth floor of the Administration Building.

We were not allowed to take photographs inside the orphanage and it is difficult
to describe what we saw. We saw many small, silent babies packed into cots in
small rooms. Younger toddlers tied by strips of fabric to their cots. Young
special needs children tied into wooden chairs facing a blank white wall. Pale,
thin children sitting quietly at tables ...

Eagles Wings takes children from the sterile, non-stimulating environment of the
orphanage and places them into Foster Care Homes. At the moment, there are
five of these. Eagles Wings is providing love, care, medical treatment and edu-
cation for these children. Ayis are employed to provide this. Ayis are local
women who cook, clean, educate and care for children. The children in Eagles
Wings are happy, healthy and loved! Some of these children go on to the inter-
national adoption lists. Others will remain in Eagles Wings until they are old
enough to enter the community themselves. Eagles
Wings educates these children to allow them to have a
future.

The money that we at Good Shepherd donate each
month pays for 1/6th of the wage for the head Ayi in
Eagles Wings 1. Her name is Cui Hai and she has
worked for Eagles Wings since December 2007. So far
this year, Good Shepherd has donated $1955 to
COAT. 1 would like to thank every single donor for this
money. | have seen first hand the difference that COAT
makes in the lives of these children. This is not
possible without your financial support.

S ) (

Sentence | bring you good news of great joy for all people: to you is born this day in
the city of David a Saviour, Christ the Lord. Luke 2:10-11

Christmas Readings

Christmas Eve:

First Reading: Titus 2:11-14 <HRI§F
Gospel: Luke 2:1-14 (15-20) THEIQRE

15 BOE
Christmas Day: N/
First Reading: Titus 3:4a-8
Gospel: Luke 2(1-7) 8-20

Sunday 27th December Readings—St. John, Apostle & E  vangelist

First Reading: Proverbs 8:22-31

Psalm: 97 page 324
Second Reading: 1 John 1:1-5
Gospel: John 20:2-8
8 5
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YOUR OFFERTORY TRUST

If we belong to Christ, it follows logically that everything we have belongs to Him. At the
beginning of our New Year, let us put God at the centre of our lives. Your Offertory Trust
is one of the outward and visible signs of your belief: “The earth is the Lord’s.....and the
fullness thereof”. (Psalm 24)

7 3
Bountiful God, give to this parish a faithful pastor

who will faithfully speak your word and minister your sacraments;

an encourager who will equip your people for ministry and enable us to fulfill our calling.
Give to those who will choose, wisdom, discernment and patience,

and to us give warm and generous hearts,

for Jesus Christ’'s sake. Amen.
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We were the only family with children in the restaurant. | sat Erik in a high
chair and noticed everyone was quietly sitting and talking.

Suddenly, Erik squealed with glee and said, ‘Hi." He pounded his fat baby hands on the
high chair tray. His eyes were crinkled in laughter and his mouth was bared in a
toothless grin, as he wriggled and giggled with merriment.

| looked around and saw the source of his merriment. It was a man whose pants were
baggy with a zipper at half-mast and his toes poked out of would-be shoes. His shirt was
dirty and his hair was uncombed and unwashed. His whiskers were too short to be called
a beard and his nose was so varicose it looked like a road map.

We were too far from him to smell, but | was sure he smelled. His hands waved and
flapped on loose wrists. ‘Hi there, baby; hi there, big boy. | see ya, buster,” the man said
to Erik.

My husband and | exchanged looks, ‘what do we do?’
Erik continued to laugh and answer, ‘Hi’

Everyone in the restaurant noticed and looked at us and then at the man. The old geezer
was creating a nuisance with my beautiful baby. Our meal came and the man began
shouting from across the room, ‘Do ya know peek-a-boo?”’

Nobody thought the old man was cute. He was obviously drunk.

My husband and | were embarrassed. We ate in silence; all except for Erik, who was
running through his repertoire for the admiring skid-row bum, who in turn, reciprocated
with his cute comments.

We finally got through the meal and headed for the door. My husband went to pay the
check and told me to meet him in the parking lot. The old man sat poised between me
and the door. ‘Lord, just let me out of here before he speaks to me or Erik,’ | prayed. As |
drew closer to the man, | turned my back trying to sidestep him and avoid any air he
might be breathing. As | did, Erik leaned over my arm, reaching with both arms in a
baby’s ‘pick-me-up’ position. Before | could stop him, Erik had propelled himself from my
arms to the man.

Suddenly a very old smelly man and a very young baby consummated their love and
kinship. Erik in an act of total trust, love, and submission laid his tiny head upon the
man’s ragged shoulder. The man’s eyes closed, and | saw tears hover beneath his
lashes. His aged hands full of grime, pain, and hard labor, cradled m y baby’s bottom
and stroked his back. No two beings have ever loved so deeply for so short a time.

| stood awestruck. The old man rocked and cradled Erik in his arms and his eyes opened
and set squarely on mine. He said in a firm commanding voice, ‘You take care of this
baby.’

Somehow | managed, ‘I will,” from a throat that contained a stone.
He pried Erik from his chest, lovingly and longingly, as though he were in pain.

| received my baby, and the man said, ‘God bless you, ma’am, you've given
me my Christmas gift.’

| said nothing more than a muttered thanks. With Erik in my arms, | ran for the
car. My husband was wondering why | was crying and holding Erik so tightly, and why |
was saying, ‘My God, my God, forgive me.’

2 (continued)

I had just witnessed Christ’s love shown through the innocence of a tiny child who saw no
sin, who made no judgment; a child who saw a soul, and a mother who saw a suit of
clothes. | was a Christian who was blind, holding a child who was not. | felt it was God
asking, ‘Are you willing to share your son for a moment?’ when He shared His for all
eternity.

How did God feel when he put his baby in our arms 2000 years ago.

The ragged old man, unwittingly, had reminded me, ‘To enter the kingdom of God, we
must become as little children.’

Sometimes, it takes a child re remind us of what is really important.
We must always remember who we are, where we came from and,
most importantly, how we feel about others. The clothes on your
back or the car that you drive or the house that you live in does not
define you at all; it is how you treat your fellow man that identifies
who you are.

Our Parish Prayer
Father God, equip our Good Shepherd family with the resources we need.
Empower us all by your Holy Spirit.
Strengthen, protect and guide us — especially inou  r times of need.
Remove the obstacles that would block our endeavour s to do your will.
Make us one, within the fold of your church.
We ask in the name of Jesus our Lord. Amen

In your prayers, please remember:-

Our Parish Family prayer list this week ( from our parish directory — to show we care)

Paul, Michelle, Jessikah, Jakob & Josef Baumgartne; Dave, Emma, William & Olivia Dennis;
Mick & Glenis George; Isobel Maxwell; Cliff & Audre  y Pownall; Alan & Joan Stringer.

Absent Friends: Parish Family not with us today
For those in need:
Prayers for Healing : “Come to me all who labour and are heavy laden and | will give you rest”

Alan B; Barney; Lachlan & Millie Rose (premie babie  s); Ollie; Alan S; Sherryl; Cherine; Thomas; C  heryl;
Toni; Richard; Bev; ...(and those known only to the Lord).

Special Needs :

Barbara; Jan; Vicki; Meagan & Alex; Chris; Bonny an  d Children; Kate & Justin; Anna; Matthew; (& those
known only to the Lord)

Children Preparing for Admission to Holy Communion:

Courtney & Jayden Wedemeyer & Brayden Zunker.

Our__School Chaplains : Fr. Andrew, Deltry, Helen, Annette, Teresa, Ste ven, Paula, Kelli, Adrian,
Brenda, Grant, Craig, Marion, Lisa, lan, Ruth & Dis trict Co-ordinator John Van der Heijde

Our _Link Missionaries with CMS __— The Hayes Family — Bruce, Libby and their child  ren Daniel, Julia,
Stephanie & Ruth in Nepal and BCA Missionaries - the Keith Family—Rev'd Mike, Chantalle and
Rachell in Lightning Ridge.

Years Mind — we remember- (_i.e. the anniversary of the death of a loved one): -

Desmond Emmerson;

Thanksgiving for the life of:




